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F-arm Level Technical Efficiency Of Dairy Farms: A Study In Barpeta And M

IL. DATA SOURCE ) ,
ﬁepmtﬂdymbmduﬁdympﬁmdnnmmﬁmw
collected from the pnmary source. The data used in this study was collectad‘W- ersonal
dairy farmers included in the sample. Asammmedmmamqrgwdagedb:qbﬁpv
the respondents regarding the socio-economic and farmer charactenstics to be answered in the
data collected for the study pertains the year 2017-2018. The respondent housdlold was.
development blocks located in the two districts Viz- Barpetamd Morigaon of Assam. Thm
selected purposively sincedtemhadasigﬁﬁcmtdmywﬁwty.lnordﬁ;bsdﬂﬂ!b@
sampling procedure was applied and the sample household was dewmmed by using Cochra
(1963:75). A total of 278 sample dairy farming household were selected from eight villages for
ired information for the study. : i,
=5 Thedmsetsuppliwinfonmﬁononvmiousinpussudifeed.labormd?tglhl.nmige[,
cows, milk production for each cow. General information on household charactenstics such as age,
education, wnmmﬂrm«;mm«,mh&shpmdnrywopm“aednwwu
wnsrecordedatthetimeofinmview.mﬁmpqiodfottbesmdyismesnglcye_m"l'bemr reas
selected because they have significant dairy activity and are the major sources of liquid milk supply
processor as well as to the urban consumers in the capital of the state.

III. NECESSITY OF THE STUDY

Efficiency of dairy farms has been investigated in many studies which incln.de Fraser -ld;‘ -0
(1992), Mbaga etal (2002), Dalton (2004). Efficiency measurement has received considerable attention fr
both theoretical and applied economists. The measurement of efficiency is an important issue because it g
pertinent information for making sound management decision in resource allocation. ‘
Milk is a vital source of nutrition, is the main nutrient for human beings. The blﬁc_le fo 1
milk supply is to improve productivity and efficiency in cow milk production. Thus measuring !
important to increase farm level efficiency. This is possible only by making efficient allocation of scarce
resources,

IV. METHODOLOGY

Concept of efficiency: !

The terms productivity and efficiency are often used interchangeably but they are not precisely the

same things. Hoducﬁviwismabmlutemptmdisnmnedbydwmioofmnpwbhpmswhﬁe

efﬁcimcyisarelaﬁveoonceptmdiswedbywupuingﬂlemnlnﬁoofompusbinplls with the

optimal ratio of outputs to inputs. '

Efficiency of dairy farms has been investigated in many studies. Recent reliable studies which

investigated dairy production in both developed and developing countries include Fraser and Coridna (1999)
Mlaga et al_ (2002) Dalton (2004).

Themeasumnemofeconomicdﬁcimcybnbea:inﬁnutelylinkedtolhemofﬁ’onﬁet funct

The modem literature in both fields begins with the same seminal paper, ly Farrell (1957). Michael |

Farrell, greatly influenced by Koopmans (1951)'s formal definition and Debreu (1951)'s measure of tech

mefficient) or by not purchasing the best package of inputs given their prices and marginal p
(allocatively inefficient).
Technical Efficiency refetsmﬂ:eachiemmtofdxemxinmmpouxﬁal output from given
inputs, taking into account the underlying production function. In economic theory, a production fi
describedinxmnsofnmximumoutpmdmmbepmdtmdﬁomng)eciﬁedseiofinpua.gimb
technology available to the firm (Battese, 1992).
Farrell (1957) proposed mmeefﬁdencyofa&nneonsissofmomnm technical ef
which reﬂectstheabilityofa&rmtoobmmmaximummtpﬁﬁumnsivmsetofinpmsmd
efficiency, which reflects the ability of a farm to use the Inputs in an optimal proportions, given their
prices and the production technology These two measures combined to provide a measure of ecd
efficiency. 1
Battese and Coelli (1995) also proposed a stochastic frontier production function for panel
which technical inefficiency effects are specified in terms of explanatory variables, includin 2 a time tr
take into account changes in efficiency over time. Lioe
Efficiency analysis in milk production become all the more important in a developing countri
India which are basically low input and low output environments characterized by aﬁamhgldmg,
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No. of Lactating cows PBs 0.815
Education level Be 20,48
Dairy experience B, 0.29 143%%
| Sigma square o2 0.119 5893 S
Gamma v 0.759 7.596%%% i
Likelihood function P -0.3.852 ||
LR test of the 4978
one- side error

Significant *** at 1% and ** at 5% respectively.

Calculated by the Author based on primary data 2017-2018. o
The sigma squared (c”) with value of 0.0119 is statistically significant and differen
001 This indicates a good fit and the correctness of the distributional form assumed for the
term The estimated gamma parameter (y) of frontier model is 0.759 and significant (P < 0.01),
systematic influences that are unexplained by the production function are the dominant sources o
This means that 75.9% of the variation in output among the dairy farmers was due to dispariti
efficiency ‘
The results in the Table shows that the coefficient of food supplement and the number of lac
is found positive and significant at | per cent level of significance which indicates that one per
food supplement and herd size( no. of milking cows), milk production will increase by 0.516
respectively. Similarly, the coefficient of purchased concentrated feed, hours spent by ftmll?‘
veterinary cost has come out to be positive and significant at 5 per cent level of significance which in
one per cent increase in the use of purchased feed, hours spent by family labor and veter
production will increase by 0.154, 0.143 and 0.098 per cent respectively. Finally, the coef
education and dairy experience had significant at 5 per cent level of significance. However
education is showing a negative sign which implies that educational attainment of the fa
mefficiency. The mean technical efficiency for the farmers is 79.84 per cent.

VI. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION:

It is a well-known fact that efficient farms are more likely to generate higher incomes.
better chance of surviving and prospering The study indicated that most of the dairy farmers in
are technically efficient. However, there exist systematic in efficiency in milk production. The average
efficiency level of the farmers is only 79% implying that milk production can be increased on an
21% wath the existing technology by training of dairy farmers, better production technic
efficiency can be further improved through provision of education as education variable is
significant at | per cent level of significance which indicates that education is crucial for increa
efficiency.

The study focused on dairy farmers in BAJALI and MAYANG (Sitajakhala) Milk Shed
There is need for a further study to be conducted in all regions of the state to capture variation
efficiency in different regions of the state. This will assist in prioritizing expansion of dairy developmer

Again, this study measures only technical efficiency of the dairy farmers and factors infl
technical efficiency. Thus this study opens up windows for further research to analyze allocative
the dairy farmers along with its determining factors.
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Roseland Approximation for Heat generation/ absorption
on free convective radiating fluid with Soret effect
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ABSTRACT
The present study deals with an unsteady magnetohydrodynamic free convective flow of viscous,
incompressible, laminar, electrically conducting and heat generating/absorbing fluid past a semi-infinite vertical
moving porous plate embedded in a uniform porous medium subjected to transverse magnetic field in the
presence of thermal radiation effects, Soret effects (thermo-diffusion) and pressure gradient. The plate moves
with constant velocity in the direction of fluid flow while the free stream velocity is assumed to follow the
exponentially increasing small perturbation law. The dimensionless governing equations have been solved
analytically by using perturbation technique. The physical interpretation of the velocity, temperature,
concentration profiles, coefficient of skin-friction, Nusselt number, Sherwood number etc. for the cffcet of
various flow parameters entering into the problem such as Prandtl number, Radiation parameter, Magnetic field
parameter, Soret number, Grashof number, solutal Grashof number, Schmidt number have been illustrated
graphically. It is observed that increasing in S (Soret number) and X (porosity) Ieads to rise in the values of
velocity. Also it is found that with the increasing value of heat generation (Q), the temperature profile tends to
decrease. These results may useful in natural sciences, enginecring sciences and in industry.

Keywords: Heat generation; Soret effect; MHD; Porous medium; Roscland Approximation; exothermic or

endothermic chemical reaction.




endothermic chemical reaction.
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I.  Introduction:

Heat generation is important in the context
of exothermic or endothermic chemical Reaction
and because of its numerous applications it has
been a subject of interest of many researchers like
[1] studied the hydromagnetic oscillating heat
transfer in a Darcian regime with heat
generation/absorption  using  a  perturbation
technique. Radiative and free convective effects on
MHD flow through a porous medium with periodic
wall temperature and heat pgeneration and
absorption investigated by [2]. The researchers [3]
explained unsteady free convective Couette flow of
heat gencrating/absorbing fluid in porous medium.
[4] described radiation effects on steady
hydromagnetic flow of a viscous fluid through a
vertical channel in a porous medium with heat
generation or absorption. [5] studied unsteady
natural convection Couette flow of heat
generating/absorbing fluid between vertical parallel
plates filled with porous material. [6] studied the
convective heat transfer in an clectrically
conducting fluid near an isothermal stretching sheet

WWww_ijera.com

and they studied the effect of internal heat
generation or absorption. [7] studied about the
numerical solution of unsteady two-dimensional,
laminar boundary layer flow of a viscous,
incompressible, electrically conducting fluid along
a semi-infinite vertical plate in the presence of
thermal and concentration buoyancy effects under
the influence of uniform magnetic field applied
normal to the flow. [8] presented simultaneous heat
and mass transfer in unsteady free convection flow
with radiation absorption past an impulsively
started infinite vertical porous plate subjected to a
strong magnetic field. [9] presented a solution for
the transient free convective flow of a viscous and
incompressible fluid between two vertical walls as
a result of heat and mass transfer. [10] studied the
problem of free convection flow along a vertical
wavy surface embedded in electrically conducting
fluid saturated porous media in the presence of
internal heat generation or absorption effect.

When heat and mass transfer occur
simultancously in a moving fluid, the relations

DOI: 10.9790/9622-1311135147




Population Explosion in the Char Aye,,
Undivided Dhubri District, Assam : Causof
Effects and Control ‘

Sheikh Azmg] Hogy,
Asstt.Profes;,
Joynal Abedin Ay b
Asstt Profesg
South Salmara Colly |

Dhubri district is an administrative district in the Indianszz
of Assam . The district headquarters are located at Dhubri tovwn ki
is situated at 290 km from Guwahati . It is the westernmost districto!

Assam .It is one among the many Muslim-majority districts of Assm |
It covers an area of 1,608 square km .The mighty Brahmaputra flos
through it .The most part of it located in the south bank is charar
.The important places in the char area are-Birsingh ,Fakirgs!
,Chalakura, Hazirhat, Shukhchar, South Salmara, Monircha, Joruw?
Bandihana, Nayer Aalga etc. As far as the population of Dbut
district is concerned, it is 22,48,664(estimated)in 2022. It was 1
in2001 and 19,49,258 in 2011. The growth rate of population is 24 0;
which is much higher than the average population growth .tcia
Assam(17.07%). Out of the total present population of the dlsnmj
17,45,557 people live in the rural areas ,which is 89.55% of Te .
population .The percentage of Muslim population is 79.6/7 ;1505
density of population is 896 per square km. According t0 l. c;wl-
jthe total child population (0—6 Age )3,68,262 against 3,26,73 A yalé
Discussion: Critical thinking on the available data and the ade‘} the
evaluation of the facts have established that the char area® (I)zltion
undivided Dhubri district have the burning question of pO "t It
explosion .This paper covers in detail the causes and € €c win
also points out certain fruitful methods of controlling the over
population.
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of population explosion :
jFalling Mom:ihttly Rna;sct. obvi :
The primary and the 1 . ous cause of p.op'ulatlon explosion is
he imbalance betwe_cn' irths and. dc‘:atlfs [This is also applicable in
(he char areas of undlv!ded. Dhubri district, A nflm'ocr of factors have
contrib"ted to th.c declmatlop of df:ath rate .Epidemics such as small
ox , tuberculosis and malaria which at one time used to cause a toll
of heavy deaths ,nOW have Deen effectively controlled .Medical
facilities have increased .Communicable diseases like diphtheria
tuberculosis and malaria have been properly controlled .Literacy
Among woman is progressing .Educated women bring up their children
with utmost care .This has brought down the infant mortality rate
JPeople’s habits have undergone a quite change .They now pay more
attention to health and hygiene .This has kept death rate low .Now-a-
days people are becoming more and more aware of the tips for the
maintenance of sound health .They are getting more nutritive and
palanced diet than before .Government is also paying more attention
to it .This has helped in reducing death rate. .
ii) Misconception of Islam:
In the char areas of Dhubri district around four-fifths of the population
are Muslims .Some of them have a wrong idea that Islam is against
family planning . They have the belief that Omnipotent Allah is to decide
the number of children a married couple can have .He is the Creator
who creates children and He looks after them .To them ,adopting
family planning is nothing but going against Him .They even equate
family planning with infanticide .They regard it as sin .They have the
belief that Islam values procreation within marriage and fertility is
highly prized .Children are gifts of Allah .Following this belief ,they
are against family planning .But ,this is the misinterpretation of Islam.
The reality is that Islam is not against family planning. Islam permits
family planning for preserving good life ,for ensuring economic security
and for preserving the health of the wife .
iii)Child marriage :
Child marriage is, a girl getting married before 18 years of age .Dhubri
district has the highest cases of child marriage in Assam with 5‘0.8%
Itis mostly prevalent in the remote char areas of the district .It is one
of the major causes of population explosion in these areas. Due to
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illiteracy ,poverty ,gend:; l')';;%u;hct});i ;:jnSPI?;}t(}]ZZa\evareness amg

the people woman can gl Srappuieshs S5 g of 45 Yeay, Ny
naturally child marriage provides ; Ong periog of g )
thirty years of fertility . Women marrying earlfer.tend to b T]und
children earlier and bear more children over their lifetip, thap iftave .
get married later .Thus ,on the one hand they l?ave a lon feﬁ].‘.ey
period ,on the other hand most of t!me women getting marrigq ear]J'Ry
not adopt family planning .They give birth to more than ty,, chilgrda
and thereby they expedite the growth of population in these areasen

iv) Illiteracy:

Average literacy rate of Dhubri district is 58.34% .Male literacy s
in the district is 63.10 % whereas female literacy rate is only 53 33,
.The literacy rate in the rural areas is further hopeless .According t
the 2011 census ,male and female literacy rate in the rural areas of
the district stood at 60.02 and 50.21 percent respectively . This shoys
that around half of the populatio= cf the char areas are illiterate Th
illiterate masses are not aware of the adverse effects of the nopulation
explosion .They do not know the varicus sophistizated miethods of
family planning .Though some of them know these yet they are hesitant
to adopt them .They have also certain superstitious beliefs preventinz
them from adopting them .The illiterate females of the char ares
think that their only role is house keeping and child bearing and cari?
- This leads to the explosion of population.

v) Poverty :

A chunk of 67.80% of total household has been living below ﬂ,ﬁ
poverty line in the char areas of Dhubri district . The primary Sf’“r,"f
?fliw?lihOOd of the Muslim population of the char areas of the d's?tr
IS ag.rlculture. and allied activities .Dye to the frequent flood and r:i‘on :
?’Ir‘ zi‘;‘;’% ;Zg::lil:]lture sector becomes a non-.profi‘."*l'c ?f,ﬁ:gz“‘“’l
and cities ,of Aysgeople e achas has i “? "alrsearCh o.r
engagements s r:m as Wf:ll as the other sta S l'l-v'e carne?
shawkers ete . p aSOn§ b o hiniv pulla flally ) ‘fFec' of ™

_ '+ TOVerty is the cause as well as the € .t
Population explosion . Th ik rty lin®’
children * 11€ people living below pove 018
s the partners of i hildrenthe™ o
the family income Ty ome .The more the ¢ childr
+herefore ,they want to have more
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posing a serious threat to the existence of our plar-t and i

H S llVlng
organisms.
ii) Population explosion and poverty. - .
In the char arcas of undivided Dhubri district ,a large Number

people are poor farmers . Their surviva.l m.o.stly depends o, ",
produced and livestock . The per-head availability of land for o,y
has reduced steadily due to the rapid growth of populatig; a
lack of alternative sources of employment . The family’s
requirements are not met through the income of thege
landholdings . This leads to poverty among a large number of the
population .In the agricultural sector disguised as well as seasony|
unemployment is noticed leaving many people in abject poverty ‘Though
some unemployed people migrate to town and cities in search of
employment ,they do not get engagement due to lack of skill and
illiteracy .So ,they are only casual labourers without any job security
-This is how the growing population without access to proper education
and skill leads to unemployment which in turn results in poverty
iii)Population explosion and pollution :

To feed the overgrowing population, the farmers of the char areas
adopt the updated methods of agriculture to yield to bumper crops
productions .They use chemical fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides and
various other medicines which have adverse effects on soil, water
and air. They use the same plot of land to grow one crop after another.
This requires over tilling which in turn leads to the degradation of soil
quality and erosion, Moreover, for the purpose of irrigating their arabl¢
land, they extract ground water using power pumps run by fossil fuels
which emit toxic gases to the atmosphere, Thus jthey are feeding the
over growing population but at the cost of the sustainability of 0

environment. Their agricultural practices have posed a threat to tf¢
€nvironment in which they grow up.

iv)Population explosion qa
'Population explosion usua
inequality, exploitation,

Vamn
Nd the
basig
Sma]|

nd crimes : i
. me
lly leads to problem like mass unemploy™ .

. i . hese
situati poverty, deprivation and frustration. T e
uations tend to €hcourage criminal activities such as—mo

. ny
lm.m('lenng ,murfler fraud ,extortion ;human trafficking etc.'Mfwi
cr llffllflal operations engage in plack marketing ,political V'olether
sreligiously motivateq Violence ,abduction ;robbery and assault- .
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forms of poverty crimes are burglary ,theft ,motor vehicle theft ,cyber
crime etc .

Conclusion:

There are a nu@ber of ways of controlling birth rate .Some are of
short terms while others are for long term . The central as well as the
state government has taken a series of steps to control the birth rate
_A number of awareness programmes have been conducted .The
various ways of birth control have been made free of cost .Even the
Assam government passed the Population Bill to enforce Two Child
policy in 2021.The government has gone to the extent of threatening
the people that no responsibility shall be taken for the additional children
Still some people of the char areas of undivided Dhubri district are
found to be not adopting the birth control methods .So ,it is felt that the
population explosion in these areas will be possible only through
educating each and every individual irrespective of sex .Only quality
education can make the people aware of the adverse effects of the
over growing population on the environment ,society and the economy
of the country .Awareness can only make them adopt the ways of
birth control .If we achieve almost cent percent literacy ,they will be
no more superstitious and hesitant to adopt family planning .There
will be no case of child marriage and polygamy .Education will drive
away poverty making the people skilful enough to get employment
Their developed economic condition will prevent them from thinking
of children as the assets .It is already evident from the fact that the
birth rate is expectedly low among the educated ,aware and
economically sound parents of the char areas .So ,universal quality
education is the solution to the population explosion in the char areas
of the undivided Dhubri district of Assam.
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Abstract

In a parriarchal society, it is argued that the word ‘female’
cannot be written without the word ‘male’. This means, the former
is dependent on the latter. The former is baseless without the latter.
A female person does not have identity of her own. Her identity
relies on the identity of a male person. Before marriage, she is
identified as the daughter of Mr. X. Immediately after her marriage,
she is known to the society as the wife of Mr.Y. When she becomes
a maother, the society addresses her as the mother of Z. Since the
heginning of the feminist movement in French in the 19" century, a
relentless effort has been made to have female identity. Of course,
now-a-days some female persons have their own identir b\ l‘irt{le
of their education and skill and polili("al and ﬁfmm-ml
empowerment. They are now no more .w'zbordfn‘au’. 1o l/l(’lr‘ male
counterparts. But, still the female identity crisis is there in the
society. Even in this age of worldwide democracy too, the female
p«r.m)u are treated with inequaliry. They are underestimated. ¥’eQ'
ofien we say that males and females are equal a@ ri'zey have their
own identity. But, it is mere assumption. The reality is tl@t ferrquef
are sull ignored, neglected and are depﬂ‘)gd of their .flg/_m’- 7":-‘
suffer from ideniity crisis. Mahesh Dauani’s Tara Iughflgl"sd’ x
identity crisis faced by Tara, the represemative of the modern

- o ; , 's not only
female victims of patriarchy. In this tragedy, Tara i
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vl v neusaied bt alse robbed of her own limd ihat leads o

> e mutin prpone of the dramating Iy ey muibe e mals
WYY WeoMN ey aware o the J're iy i oo the lemale und
YOI el painan hal mund vel e thanged mund set will

a0 femaie a o way 1o realize their self-identity. s peper
SRS 10 find out how a female person in our soclery foces identis

cruas Analvacal research methodology has been adopted 1o realie
the goal For this purpose data has been collected from the
secondary sources such as the text of the play, crincal reviews and
research papers prepared by the scholars.

Keywords: Patriarchy, Feminist Movement, Ideniiry Crists

Introduction:

Pawnarchy is a socially constructed idea. It 1s the socety and
culture that has prescribed certain codes that are followed by man
and woman. For them, certain socially approved behaviours have
been fixed by our families, communities and schools. We accept
them unwittingly as we grow up. We keep imbibing these socially
defined roles till they become an inseparable part of our identiry
According to the system of the Indian society, role played by 2
person determines his/her identity. This leads to stereotype. We bear
an idea framed by the society and culture regarding the stalus of
male and female. Every one of us acquires this idea automancally
‘Thus. we have the idea that a female person always necds the suppon
of a male one for her identity. She is always dependent on hum for her
physical, mental and social well being. Her idennty as a female =
borrowed from her male counterpart. She 1s supposed (o conform io the
male identity and his comfort. A female 1s subjected to the male Thas
is totally against the democratic principle of equahty, according 1©
which all are equal irrespective of sex. Since the enforcement of our
constitution, the country has been ruled in accordance with the
principle of equality. But, practically. there is still inequality. Though
an effort has been made to maintain equality yet it has pot been
realized entirely. No doubt our effort has brought a parnal result. But.
still inequality is prevalent in our society on the basis of sex. Even in
this 21¥ century too, preference is given to the male gender. Suil the
birth of a male baby is celebrated with pomp and gaiety. On the other
hand, the news of birth of a female baby is not even shared with fnends
and relatives. Females are expected to sacrifice everything for males
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Ihey are chiet sacrtficing officers in our society. ‘They are supposed (o
actup betore dawn and carry out her daily tasks for the satisfaction of
the male members of the family. In spite of all these, 1f they are not
engaged inany job, we simply say they do nothing. Hence, we do not
recognize their services. Their lives are for performing some primitive
tasks, religious rituals and social obligations dictated by family, clan
and caste. In fact, they are just like prisoners of cultural traditions,
without any knowledge of law, rights and importance. The list of
sacrifices to be made by them is obviously a long one. Even sometimes
they are expected to sacrifice their own lives for the existence and
comfort of their male counterparts. Mahesh Dattani’s Tara reflects the
identity crisis and sacrifice of Tara as a representative of the female
class. The term identity crisis first came from developmental
psychologist and psychoanalyst Erik Erikson. A female person suffers
from identity crisis when she feels that she does not know who she is,
where she is going with her life or questioning what her purpose or
values. This feeling causes depression in female. In the patriarchal
Indian society, a female person like Tara faces the identity crisis very
acutely. She is regarded as the apostle of sacrifice. She is purposeless
and valueless. The tragic story of Tara is the sad predicament of many
females of our society.

Review of Relevant Literature:

Divya Walia (2014) has made an extensive feminist study of
Mahesh Dattani’s 7ara and has found out'that like many other females
in the patriarchal society Tara faces identity crisis. Dr.T.Jeevan
Kumar(2014) has also studied the play on the same line and found the
idea of feminism in it .Feminism stands for the emancipation of
females from the shackles of patriarchy .Manjeet Kaur Minhas (2017)
has realized that Tara is a victim of the male dominated Indian society
which does not recognize the female identity .Afshana Yousouf (2019)
has maintained in her study that Mahesh Dattani has projected Tara as
a humiliated and deprived girl with a view to arouse feminist
consciousness for the emancipation of the fair sex .Babu G (2014) has
made an extensive study of the character of Tara as a victim of gender
based injustice .Injustice has been made to Mahesh Dattani’s Tara as
she is female .Dr.B .Kathiresan and P Xavier (2017) have analyzed
Tara as an Indian girl searching her self-identity which is denied by the
society .Tara’s character has been delineated as one who lacks purpose
and values in life .Chhangan Lal and Dr.O.P.Tiwari have focused on
Tara being discriminated due to her female gender .The concept of
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pender  has  been constructed by the  society  and - cultur
K Birathana(2020)  has unvelled the  gender  diserimunaton  and
inequality faced by Tara in 21" century and at the same time he has
focused on how she is dominated by the male i her fanuly Huma
Yaqub(2013) has concluded that 7ara brings forward the guestion of
idenaty .

Aim and Objectives :

The present paper intends to uncarth how Tara faces the
identity crisis and how she is made to sacrifice under the force ol
the male dominated Indian society It also wants to prove the
relevance of the tragedy of Tara in the present day society. Finally,
the present study desires to find out certain ways how the female
can realize self-identity .

Methodology:

With a view (o realize the aims and objectives, the relevant
data for the present study has been collected from the secondary
sources in the forms of books, schelarly articles and research
papers, web pages and book reviews. An analytical method of
research has been applied to reach the destination.

Importance of the study:
We are the members of the civilized society. We have

reached the zenith of civilization. But, we have certain problems
such as domestic violence, sexual harassment to female, female’s
financial insecurity, gender bias, child marriage, dowry system,
witch-hunting, rape and molestation which show that we are not
civilized. The source of all these is male chauvinism. A relentless
effort has been made to drive away these social evils. This has not
brought the expected result yet. Awareness among us can only bring
about a positive change in this regard. Through this study awareness
is desired. The legal actions taken by the government against such
evils and public awareness together can eradicate them. The
eradication of such evils will leave before us a society where male
and female will have only biological difference not the gender
discrimination. Regardless of sex, they will have their self-identity.
Male and female will collaboratively contribute to the development
of the society and the nation as a whole.
Discussion: y

As a realist. Mahesh Dattani deals with “invisible issues” in
his dramas. By this, he means some taboo subjects, which in turn
mean subjects, words or actions that are avoided for religious or
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sovial reasons. His drama ZTara 1s no exc cpuon in this repard It
deals with female’s desire to enjoy equal nghts at par with male and
her search for identity. Definitely this BOCS against the traditions (f
the patrarchal Indian society where female is subaltern. e very
thinking of claiming equal status with male 1s unfair, Usually ag
members of this society, we do not want (o distort the age (,l(‘j
trachtions and we choose to remain in comfortable ‘had fai’
t.e..huding a displeasing truth, :
In our society. only female suffers from identity crisis but not male
No doubt, the constitutional remedies and the various acls passed h);
(‘hc government from time to time have developed the statug of
cha?c. But\ still some females are vulnerable as far as their self-
identity is concerned. Especially, teens and most surprisingly
women experience this phenomenon. This causes their depressign.
According to psychologist Betty Friedan, depression is not
hormonal, sexual, psychological or biological defects in female. She
mentions in her book The Feminine Mystique (1963) that identity
crisis is the main cause of depression, The factors causing the
identity crisis are male -generated. The- factors are unfair deal to
female, disinheriting her from her father’s assets, engaging female
only in familial works and married her away for the purpose of
procreation, not allowing her to think of her own career, preventing
her quest for independence, female infanticide or abandoning her in
the railway -platform, depriving female of her- decision making
power etc. Mahesh Dattani’s Tara focuses on all these factors that
make Tara suffer from identity crisis. = ===
It is desirable that male and female should have equal

treatment.- As far as the treatment-is concerned, no discrimination
should be made on the basis of sex. Both male and female are
created by the same unseen power. For as healthy family and society,
both the sexes are equally important. They are complementary. In
the absence of one, the other is incomplete. They are msepa.rable. In
Mahesh Dattani’s Tara, there is the _v1o]at10n of this fair norm.

4 iscrimination is noticed in this drama. Chandan and Tara
Gender discrimination 1S no

SR nE are not treated equally by Mr. Patel, the_ ,
the son and daughter are nc : esentative of
father. He always prefers Chandan to Tara. As a representat

i ian society, he maintains
g : f the patriarchal Indian society, ‘
et s himself is aware of the

ceriminatic 3 “handan '

discrimination based on sex. C ‘ i
discrimination maintained by Patel. To Chz}qddn,th'garr; a]u‘sonship
gentle and strong. He is confused as he probes 1nto

DIYERGENCE |134



T — R —

| het |mu'm\ and obscrves that Tara never gets
fair deal patel proposes that Chandan should go (o th
“'“M‘ with him, just (o get a feel of 1t Chandan says that he may
Fara with him, but Patel hardly pays heed 10 his son
Patel here prefers Chandan on the ground that he should have the
knowledge about an office as he must engage himsclt i 4 job 10
carn money 10 maintain a family. On the other hand, Tara 1t
supposed to be a mere housewife in future. In patriarchy, male s
revarded as breadwinner while female, care taker of the family
Therefore, Patel feels that it is not necessary for Tara to visit bis
office 1o know it. Moreover, taking care of the family, though very
important task, is not given weightage. Therefore, a female person
like Tara feels that she has no substantial purpose in life. This
feeling gives birth to the identity Crisis.

In a patriarchal Indian society, we have certain stereotype
ideas regarding the roles played by male and female. As far as the
role of a male person like Chandan is concerned, he will have to be
the head of a family in future carrying out various tasks like earning
money and maintenance. This requires physical fitness. This very
idea leads Bharati, the mother of Chandan and Tara, and her rich
politician father to take an unethical decision. Chandan and Tara arc
Siamese twins. They have three legs. One leg is joined and fed by
female child’s blood. Dr. Thakkar performs the delicate operation to
separate the two infants. He knows that since the common leg is fed
by the female child, the leg could survive if allowed to continue
with the female child. But Bharati and her father bribe the doctor
and having gender feeling persuade the doctor to perform the
operation in such a way that the leg remains with the male child,
Chandan in the play. Against scientific or medical advice, Dr.
Thakkar performs the operation as desired by Bharati and her father.
After two days the leg dies and so both Chandan and Tara grow up
wnh one artiﬁcig] leg each. Thus,Tara is the victim of gender
prejudice and patriarchy. She has been made a handicapped child by
the gender conscious society. The situation faced by Tara makes her
ask tl'le question “Who am 17", the question asked by a person
suffering from identity crisis.
propertyrl é‘fepz‘:g;f:‘;‘f:%g :i)ifqtmgla l:ias recently declared that the
irrespective  of sex LThiﬂ \;zclegted K;_Ql{ally L
financially and save ber from identi SfIEL clpever: foupe

m identity crisis. In patriarchy. there is

hetween ari A
One day

better ake

DIVERGENCE | 135



listribution of property between son and daughter. Thougs,
IS

- n“..l' a hitde of thewr property, there ur

sone l\ 1Cnis \"'(‘l lll('” \ll“l}:h' '
MK H1AN ( ( |
sONK \'lh(l “h” \h \lnh(xll lh( 1 (l‘“l’\h'(l l“ /("’,. ( ll.]“(l R | ]
Ol D ) ot

v ather, Therefore, the parents desire
possess the pr;)pt l:{] ;))Ll‘ g::/:l:llll:) (“handan cnabling her 1o maintan
$ho b 1Eys f\ m.: . Bven the father of Bharti leaves a handsome
et hug:i qu:)llr m()n'w)lz for his grandson Chandan. But, Tara 1s no
::?S:n: ;ingié penny. This sort of disinheritance makes female like
Tara suffer from identity crisis.

g tr'cl)‘g:: lndia)x,l constitution has incorporated Right 1o
Education for all. Education for all is necessary to develop human
beings in to human resources. Male and female must receive
education. They must have career. But, under the negative impact of
patriarchy, some female persons are not allowed to think of
education and career. Even it is noticed that some parents send their
daughters to school for education, but they are not so much
enthusiastic about their education and career as they do for their
sons. In Mahesh Dattani’s 7ara, Mr. Patel is very much enthusiastic
about the education and career of Chandan. He has a plan for
Chandan that he must join the college so that his Praful uncle can
help him get into a good university in England and thus he will get
solid education. The same kind of enthusiasm is not seen as far as
Tara’s education is concerned in spite of her superior intellect. This
ultimately leads to identity crisis.

Now-a-days, government has declared the identification of
the sex of foetus and abortion as a punishable offence. In spite of
that still some parents of our society cannot think of the birth of a
female baby. Many female babies are still abandoned and let to die.
The Patels in Tara, as Roopa says, “The Patels in the old days were
unhappy with getting girl babies---you know dowry and things like
that—so they used to drown them in milk ...so when people asked
about how the baby died ,they could say that she choked while
drinking her milk.... What a waste of milk ! This inhuman practice
of foeticide and infanticide causes identity crisis for female.
Conclusion :

Thus, Mahesh Dattani conveys a very valuable message
through his drama Tara ‘We must save female from depression
caused by identity crisis. The best remedy for this is universal
quality education .\We must have cen percent male as well as

female literacy. On the one hand, male literacy would bring about a
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helr attitude to female, They would not have prejudice

hange inl
) : the other hand, female Titeracy would empowes

aa l I( N
y HC w no |‘)“P( I l ( ”
{ y WOl I l l

victim of discrimination and dentity enisis, ‘They would enjoy the
‘ ' . e

fair treatment and decision making power. ‘Then, we would be
blessed with a healthy society and nation. May (iod bring about this

soon.
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Role of Women in Society and Its
Development

Sheikh Azmal Hoque

Intmdvl:lztllic\)/g ina patriarchal society where the traditional
cept regarding the role of women was to give b'\.rth. to
e and bring them up, take care of the old and infirm
Ch“drsgrs of the family, cook food and maintain neat and
o liness. This limited role expected from women in the
de:'rt]'onal llndian society reflects in the immortal lines of
t[;(; IAlfred Tennyson in his poem The Princess “Man for
e field and woman for the hearth /Man for the sword and
for the needle she/Man with the head and w?man with the
heart/Man 10 command and woman to opey . But, c:hangef
is the law of nature. Change Occurs Wlt.h' the passmg o)
time. Education, globalization, scientific attitude an_d
democratic ideologies have brought about a sea change In
our society. Our outlook has changed unprecedented\y. Our
broadened outlook directs us to accept that we are t_he
dizens of a democratic country and we are entitled tp enjoy
equal rights irrespective of sex. Right goes parallel with role,
duty, obligation and responsibilities. So, both the men and

women should collaboratively play vital role in the

development of the society. As far as the role of the women

's concerned, they are now expected 10 9O beyond the

\ "o .
"aditional role considered by the patriarchal society. Today,
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iy the most significant role 10 the progreg,
< v ".

wm)\ﬁl\ “r):‘my contribute equally with their male cognge,
Sm‘w't}l'h' hly desirable. When we do something man gy

This is highty both of our hands for comfort and D‘ﬁﬂe(—;,’, /
similarly, both the e 'r]'?(’ the women m'ust work togé‘;‘:r
in the progress of the society. The good sign is that WOme‘n
are now up to the mark. They play various roles for

development of the society. e

Role as a Wife
According to Francis Bacon, as a wife a woman plays

the role of a beloved in the adulthood, a partner in the
manhood and a helper in the old age. Family is a unit of the
society. The smooth functioning and the progress of the
family leads to the development of the society. The welfare
and the prosperity of a family depend on the crucial role
played by a woman as a wife (Fatimah and Jemain, 34-39).
Human heart is the breeding place of love and affection.
This is essential to the peace and prosperity of a family.
Love bred in the heart of the husband flourishes when the
wife plays the role of a beloved. As a partner, a wife is
delighted in the success of the husband. She relieves him
in distress caused by failure (Davis, 25-28). She encourages
him to work hard with patience for the development of the
family. She stands by him at the time of crisis. Again, a wife
is helper to the husband in his old age. She helps him in
taking bath, taking meal and giving medicine at the right

time.
Role as a Mother

A woman plays the role of
manner. She takes the trouble of b
womb and undergoes labour pain. She

for the physical and mental growth an ciety
baby so that it can be an ideal member of the SO

. kid
(Goodwin, Garrett and Galal, 62-68)- She trains t:gsh::yich
to possess certain good habits and moral prlrciﬂis " egard.
are capital for its later life (McGuigan, S r:‘ t of a man
the role of a woman is more important than tha

. . “ulture
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a mother in a perfect
earing the foetus in her
sacrifices her comfort
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e Tag, R T

a kid spends most of its ime 1n the company of '
er. She is the first teacher of a kid. It learns 1mfn ”‘,"
mother the rules of the race, manner, moml code ;m(’i v.nh;o: 3,
discipline and punctuality (Cadwell, 32-37). A kid trdmef( tlrJP
in this way qualifies itself to be an ideal m_ember of ine
society contributing to its peace and prospfanty.
Role as a Maintainer of Neat and Cleanliness j

All of us enjoy living in the neat and clean environment
because itis an important and essential component qf human
life in both physical and spiritual terms. C.Ieanhness is
important to maintain good health and quality lifestyle. It can
also be attributed to a habit of successful people. It .tellts alot
about a person’s character. Awoman plays a very 3|gn|ﬁpant
role in maintaining cleanliness (Kapur, 53-57). Besides
maintaining it, @ woman can give lessons to the children in l_t.
She can also be a model for other women of the society In
this regard. Thus, a woman is behind the sound health of the
members of a family who are ultimately the mernber_s of t.he
society. Sound body is the source of sound mind with hlgh
thinking which is essential to the development of the society.
Role as a Contributor to the Economic Development

Gone are the days when women were not encouraged
toinvolve in the economic activities. Now-a-days almost all
the women in the society are involved in the various
economic activities (Eswari, 41-45). The educated women
from both the urban and rural areas are in job in the private
as well as the public sector. Even the uneducated women

?n’di{‘n money on regular basis working in the factories and
hansdii:)aTte orf] the women are gngageq in cottage industries,
e grey pss bz:n_dlooms, farming, animal husbandry, .self-
Yeally (. t,he Zl:ess and shops. Thus, they can coqtnbute
Uimatejy 10 o Zgo-mlc development of the family and
We o say 1 o C“Iety. This prompted Harriet Beecher
Socigty o ? Yy "Women are the real architects of the
Egre helpi g tgl §r§OClal barriers, the women of our society
OVing their crucli\:refo_nomic development and thereby
— ©'€n the progress of the society.
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Role as a Palitival Partilpan
e paaca and prospeiity o W iy
Ve sl b v il g

/

governiment wi
of govarnment (s possible 10 Is wluided 4 4,

onfoving aniversal acult sulbage ot i ) b
colloctivaly can alact such a governeil o, oo
women patticipate in the process of ity

/iy

§ Vi

representativas appiying e sl kg o, 1,
g A

are now no mare influanced by e male couieg,.,. /
Gad F

electing thelr reprasantalivas. Booause, ol A ik
and voting are the slrongest araas ol Wi s o,
participation. Both men and wormen conme ol
indepandently exprass (hall Views anid Cone ) w oo,
to cast thelr votas In favour of @ sullahle candulute 1o
casting vote, thay now place thaiisealyes we Cudilaus 4
varous elections such as —Parliamentiany, Ay w
Panchayat election (Khanna, 5964 ). 1 hie b g oy
has also favourad tha women in this regeid by i iy
thirty-three percent seals in local goverimets e gty
electad thay ara antitled 0 bhe the parts of e go s
and they can detarmine the future of the sooely. sy
the fate of thair sax. This ensuraes yender squmiiy wini i
a prerequisita for the davelopment of the sociely T i
increases tha accountability o wornen
Role as a Transmitter of Religious Bellefs

To maintain paace and harmony in the sooudy wigion
is necassary. Tha people of the sociely must sy 1e
knowledge of thair religion and they must sdhweie L 1
beliefs under it. The knowledge of the religin shod 14
shared 1o the children and teen agers. In this 1wyad, »
woman can play a vary crucial role (Hargrove, bl B0
Davane, 79-84). A woman is soft, amisble g koo #h
therefora she can successfully transtit the sye I R
beliefs and traditions, She can make a child les m‘*:;
slokas, dohas ato, at their tender age. Hhe Gan e “Tl:uuz
the lifa history of prophets, saints, sages, 1@l »iﬂ‘ i
elc. as bad ime stories, All these leave @ long lastig ¥

\ ) a TIPS
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ol ne n Politionl Participant

[he prasnnco il prosptity o n society rag, 0
gervesrnimanl which sheailed e COMpaent mnd jg g ¢
of government 1% possible s slectsd by the
snoying universnl ndult suffeage. Both the o, B ey
colloctively can slect such a government. Ney ,,,:"'
wamen participate in the process of ”m"’*'ﬂg J?
raprasortatives applying their decision making power rm:
are now o mors infiusnced by their male l;mndhrpnm”/,
slocting thewr representatives, Because, poltical sty
and voting are the strongest areas of women's politicsl
participation. Both men and women come together and
independontly express thisir Visws and come 1 a consenss
t6; cast their votes in favour of a suitable candidasts, Besides
casting vols, they now placs themselves as candidates in
vanous slecions such as ~Pafliamentary, Assembly and
Panchayat slection (Khanna, 5564). The Indian government
has also favoured the women in this regard by reserving
thirty-three percen seas in local governments. Thus, getting
elected they are entitled 1o be the parts of the government
and they can determine the future of the society, especially
the fats of their sex, This ensures gender edquality which is
a prerequisits for the development of the society, This further
increasess the accountability to women.
Role as a Transmitter of Religious Beliefs

Toy miaintain peace and harmony in the society religion
is necossary, The people of the society must have the
ks of their religion and they must adhere to the
befiets under it The knowledge of the religion should be
shared 1o the children and teen agers. In this rogafd- g
wornan can play a very crucial role (Hargrove, Schmidt and
Davane, 19-64), h woman is soft, amiable and wﬂd‘?f ?“"
theretons she can successilly transmit the age old refigious
bslists and traditions. She can make a child 16310 W:z
slokas, dohas eic, ot their lender age, She can also nar
the e history of ’ o8, religious 947

y of prophets, saints, 58965, iy positive

o, 15 bsed Hinvvts soriesss, AN thiese leave a long 15109
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s They will be lovers of peace. In this
I ':;(;p iheir children away from the elga(:tr()l\lc
«uch :\‘5 gmart phone, video game, lplevnsnon elc.
govioeS >;'; 0sed 8 powerful. threat to their health and
» “oqmon, if every responsible mother brings up her

R en acquainting them with certain healthy religious
jlar

s they will grow up as ideal members of the society
| e}e nere will be peace and harmony and this will definitely
< the society on the path of progress. That is why once

Napoleon said, “Give me good mothers and | will give you
agood nation”.
Role as an Eradicator of Social Evils
~ Women can take initiative to eradicate the social evils
' like-domestic violence, child marriage, female feticide, dowry
- (Kumar, 29-36), polygamy, drug abuse, purdah system, rape
. efc. They must be conscious of these deep rooted problems
which paralyse the society and block the road to
- development. Most of these evils are the result of inferior
slatus of the women in the society (Chaudhari, 63-68).
- Education and skill development is the only way left for the
women to bring about a change in the attitude of the male
dominated society. Proper quality education enables the
women to prove their equal status with their male
Counterparts. It ensures their financial and political
e’“POWerment. They must have this confidence that they
are in no way inferior to men. The well educated and skilled
Women have proved this. They can make other aware of
the importance of education. They can encourage each and
every girl child to get their names enrolled in school. This is
noticed now —a-days. In schools and colleges the boys and
girs enroliment is equal even the girls surpass the boys in
number as well as in quality as student.
Role as an Entrepreneur
Today women contribute a lot to the development of
the society through entrepreneurship (Sajjad, Kaleem, Chani
and Ahmed, 69-75). Thereby they can empower themselves
financially and uplift their social status. This helps them in
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ey e achieve skilis qpq
fhe mosHMpPortant thing s (.
ggarding thelr capability. w
hateve! a male person o

sound body as well as mind.
it we must change our mindset
@ must think that they can do
an. We must encourage and
qupport them "_’ be adl{(f:ued and skillful enough to do
aything as pel llTeil ability to develop the society. They
st have @ platform to play their significant role. No doubt,
ey have been given plalh?r.m but it is not adequate. They
pave been involved m pqhtucs .of the' country, in various
committees and orggmzatlons. m_famlly~ maintenance etc.
hul. elill they are not |11erendent in playing their role. They
are influenced by their male counterparts. Fpr example,
ihere 18 the provision fgr female membership in various

ymmittees. But, it is noticed that the husband of the female
. nber attends the meetings of the committee instead of
::‘:r' Instead of doing this, they must be allowed to work
.ndépendanlly and to exercise‘their decision making power
for the development of the spcnety. Thu§, they can have the
fpeling of their dignity and importance in the development
of the society. Our mindset has already undergone a lot of
change but still further change is necessary.
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Socio-Economic Im
Covid-19 in the South Bant
the river Brahmaputy.

W
Riazul Haque i 4

Introduction :

COVID-19 has created adverse impact all over e
the region of South Bank of the river s

to that. It has influenced all the socio-economic d :
were not aware of the Lockdown earlier; they had peye
it would prolong for such a long duration. But when the
has been extended continuously, the circumstances became
for them. Later on, people began to comcoq '
in search of livelihood, caring less for the hara
face from police, CRPF, BSF etc. They had to choose
lives and livelihood and they choscrhvehhoof. As in a
livelihood they were already on the brink of death. ;,

While COVID -19 i ) Is spreadmg agdﬁp,oain
all over the world, Indian Govemmmsﬁ
the people of the country. On Mgrchzz
India Mr. Narendra Modi had-anno n ~.
which was abided by the citizens of the co
peopleofourstateAssammordertomake
25th March, 2020 to 31* May, mo !Bw:

o«

difficult to live along with their W '
Government of Assam has wnnliﬂd ome

as- rice, mustard oil, salt, potatoes etc., but
as sufficient to them. Besides in me - bl



Socio-Econe
mic IMmpac
tof Cov
D19

not reach those people according)
Ry
Aims and Objectives of Study:
rhe proposed study aims at attery
in terms of Socio- Economic |
Bank of the river Brahma
cxploring how the people o

Ping a fresh eri .
TDACt of COVID-19 tn s o
fp:a‘:i:mm Astam and also aime
socially and economically d“ﬁng lhemm“m are harassed
would also like to draw the attention v!omthem'of Lockdowns. |
socio — economic impact on the people of rural importance of the
of South Salmara — Mankachar in A m"';“ m'!he dm_mcm
Meghalaya. o est Garo Hills in

Research Methodology:

Both primary and secondary meth : '
rescarch apt and accurate i::y terms o‘;'ds So‘cireo-m :‘:::“ nn:'
COVID-19 in the South Bank of the river Brahmaputra n
Jower Assam and the status of pandemic COVID-19 is studied
from the sources of some reliable North-East news, various
newspapers and from that of the sources of internet. The socio-
cconomic status of the people is keenly studied by going to the
& (Eight) villages and 5 (five) schools in the district of South
Salmara-Mankachar, in the state of Assam, the national border i.e.
Meghalaya and the international border i.c. Bangladesh and most
of the data are collected by meeting the people of those villages
through talks with them and through questionnaire on this topic.

Results and Findings:

The present study is undertaken in order (0 investigate the hiving
condition of the people in the regions of the South Salmara-
Mankachar district in and West Garo !‘ll“lmo‘
Meghalaya. It is also observed giving importance
1o fight to live only but not

of feeding their family mer

infected by the virus. The effort of giv
ind:ctimcofl.nckdownlilthomljﬂ._

It is found from the study that the tradi
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is cut off by the impact of COVID-

19 and its Lockd, .
in the village areas. Owng haslca]]y

Discussion:
THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 IN VARIOUS FIELDS

The South Bank of the river Brahmaputra is the mogt hge .
arcas in Assam and Meghalaya., Most of these arcas mkm
South Salmara Mankachar district of Assam, such as — uM.;'
South Salmara, Patakata, Hazirhat, Hatsingimari, K:%
Mankachar, Kakripara etc. Some areas are under W“e,t ST
Hills district of Meghalaya, such as- Tikrikilla, Chil i
Phulbari, Rajabala, Singimari (Hallldayganj), Zek: m"
Garobadha Monabarx etc. People of these areas ;

declared by the Government of India as well,
the periods of Lockdowns, people have to stop their
in fear of the Pandemic COVID-19 and in order to

have to stop their normal activities and haVé
themselves within the boundary of thelr hous&s

Agriculture

some agricultural products or vegetables, such as- ch
cauliflower, tomato, bean, brinjal, lady’s ﬁngﬂ’, ‘P“m

them, The farmers find no way to sell thcm, except m
sobbing by sitting in their ficlds. Some of them have
from the Bank and some from the private t’mance while p!

v

‘l‘OSC
~;OUDL
(hesé
puint
o th
have
face
farm
losst
Fish
Fish
Sou
Phu
Boc
inve
the
piel
as 1
cou
anc
Th
CC

Dz
hiv
of
to
to
F:
F

b
la
f



Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 109

those vegctablf:s. A farmer named Abdul Kadir from Kuchnim

sobbed by saying, “I have taken Loan from the bank to rodlilra
these vegetables on the land of 10 (ten) Bighas Nol:v 1 a‘;:
ruined forever. All the vegetables are rotten on tl;e fields due
to the lack of markets during Lockdowns”, Hence, Lockdowns
have made them indebted forever. Thus, the farmc’rs of Assam
face a bigger challenge due to lockdown for COVID-19 and the

farming community of the regions have incurred great financial
losses.

Fishery:

Fishery is another important means of livelihood in the areas of
South Bank of the river Brahmaputra, particularly in the areas of
Phulbari, Bhaitbari, Kalapani, Pipulbari, Baliabil, Nandia, Diara,
Bochakata, Hatsingimari etc. People ‘who have fishery, have
invested a big amount in order to produce fish for the locality. But
the Lockdowns for COVID-19 have broken their dreams into
pieces, as they fail to feed the fish in the fishery scheme, as well
as they cannot sell those fish due the Lockdown condition of the
country. Besides, some of them have to sell the fish in low prices
and some have to bury the fish by making ditches or trenches.
Thus, they are economically harassed due to the Lockdowns for
COVID-19. i S PRI

Dairy Farm: i
Dairy farm is of the most common and traditional means of

livelihood in the arcas. Nearly 30% farmers depend on this means
of livelihood. During Lockdowns, these farmers find very difficult
to feed their cattle, as well as to sell milk and milk products due
{o the scarcity of markets during the Lockdown periods. Some png
Farm holders also feel great trouble with their cattle and milk.
From morn to eve they only think how to maintain their farm. In
April I met Sanowar Hussain from Fulerchar and Jobed Ali from
Kokradanga who said, “Our only means of livelihood has been
burned away by the lockdowns”. (translated from vernacular

.

language). Two cattle of Sanowar Hussain died due to scarcity of

N . AN







THE CAUSES OF POVERTY OF THE
PEOPLE LIVING IN CHAR AREAS OF
DHUBRI DISTRICT OF ASSAM

DR RIAZUL HOQUE
Asstt. Professor
South Salmara College

Generally, a large number of people live in sandbars zrez or in
scattered river islands in the bed of the river Brahmaputrz znd its
tributaries, locally known as chars that are extremely vulperzble to
both erosion and flood hazards. An enormous volume of sznd znd silt
flow with the water and get deposited on either banks of the river znd
the river bed called sandbars which are born from silt deposits of the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries, Chars are sprezd out 2ll along the
Brahmaputra, from the easternmost to the westernmost comer of
Assam, Chars are unstable and can disappear overnight due to massive
erosion by the turbulent river, The erosion and deposition process
compel to migrate the char dwellers from one char to another. The
char dwellers of Dhubri district are not exception to that. The char
dwellers of district are perpetual victim of flood and erosion czused
by the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries and they remain homeless
throughout their lives. As a result, the char dwellers live in extreme
poverty, ill-health and rampant population growth. The most of the
households depend on daily wage or manual labour which is considered
as the only source of livelihood. Even they often migrate to the towns
and cities to eam their daily bread and butter, and have been humiliated
Walot, though they are actually a large number of Internally Displaced
Persons from the char areas or the sandy lands of Assam.

d The char dwellers are living as the intruders or outsiders in the

ﬁ""’“' They are vulnerable to perennial natural disaster, deprived

om basic amenities, economic, educational, health facilities. However,
[43]
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and have to fight against poverty but fail to do so. Amid., .,

causes of poverty in the char areas, a few of them are ¢,
be heighted in this rescarch paper. Riverbank erosion, ff&q“
inundation, inadequate educational opportunity, mobilityofm-; i
of cattle, goats and sheep etc. are considered as the maj, ', >
poverty of sandbars dwellers in Dhubri district. -
Brief Outline of Char Areas of Dhubri District:
In the belly of the river Brahmaputra, there are many tin, |, ..
which locally called as chars. These chars have different iy -
and physical vulnerability. According to Government of A W-‘ oy
sandy land area extended from Sadiya to Dhubri of Assam w.:- -
river Brahmaputra or surrounded by water of the river Brahm '
extended up to nearby embankment, which is recurringly aff.
flood u'!d where people live and cultivate the land are called .- ¥
3ccordmg to the Socio-cconomic Survey Reports conducz:: __‘,
l;f:mg%;”:m Development, number of char villazzs dure;
5 ik J“‘fﬂ! 2.08? and 2,251 respectively. Durinz 57
s r;:m czhar villages in the district of Dhubri is 313
““"‘bﬂ‘ofchgar % -03 reveals that Dhubri district has incre
1608 ki Whic;lisazgzs upto 480. The total area of land under ¢!
e dlwhargc;‘d u’::, cent ofthe tota! land area of the statz T
nverbanks and topsoil in ‘hso”_loss, erosion of band material 07
determine the intensity of h::"”s along with occurrence of fl:*
42 specific areq ik c:an fgrmation in a particular time per
change mlhcm:offommionf:;n ‘hfSC factors result in the ¢
survival of the chars. Consequer™.

[84)

i@

= Ch]
N the o ¥

habitatioa, 23 well 23 Inelibood pazerns of the
Joss of land renders them landless znd also
dwe S e
- atless. Most of the chars i e Dhubri drstrict are temporary
i of the river. the changes in its course and the distance from
T % are found 0 be having 2 considerable influcace ca the
the ¢
meﬂm of the Chﬂ i a
Dhubri is a dismict which is located 2t the extreme wesiera
of Assam- Spatially the district s located cn the globe berween
degree east longinde and 2622 10 2528 deree nord
bically, the districtis at the distznce of 290 km from
Gauhati Assa:zLTheAmcr B-;}::.:.;::z: f:::“s
through the district immedizt;b .be:‘cre i enters into Bangladesh
hically, it divides the district into North bank 2nd South beok
Prcs;ﬂﬂ)' Dhubri district has total 480 char v llvlzges.VHo“e\.er. there
are some other chars 2lso located on the wibutanes of the river
Brahmaputra, which are officially not categorized as :b:_..—. Yeu they
carry each and every geographic 23 well as socio-economic charastsr
<imilar to that of chars in the bed of river Brehmaputra. In the disTict,
there are some chars founded to be surrounded by the rivers o2 all
sides taking the forms of small isl2nds and while some are found 10 be
located far from the niver water. Socio-economic conditions of these
char hinterland are extremely miserable in entire Assam. while smuztion
in Dhubri district is further worse. As per SESRCA 2002-03 there are
total 6,89,909 (i.e. 35.4%%) populations live in char area in the disTicL
where numbers of male and female population are 3.46.996 and
3,42,913 respectively. Massive poverty and illiteracy 1S fundamental
to the char life in the district. There are total 1,09.748 families live in
the char areas in the district, among which 75,723 families (69%)
lives under below poverty line. According to SESRCA2002-03, literacy
rate is 19.31% in the char hinterland of Assam. while char areas in
Dhubri district has only 14.46%, which is far below than state average
72.19% in Assam.

Agriculture is considered as the primary source of livelihood
of the people living in char areas. Cultivation is carried out both during
the rabi 2nd kharif seasons and rice, wheat, jute, lentil, black gram,
mustard, rapeseed, and variety of seasonal vegetables are the main
agricultural products of the area. Pressure of increasing population
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